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The b e r r i e s  of Vaecinium m a c r o c a r p o n  Ait. (American c ranber ry )  cult ivated in the USA contain 
urso l ic  and oleanolic acids [1]. The re  is no information on the t r i t e rpene  composi t ion of Oxycoccus quad- 
r ipeta lus  Gilib., which is widespread  in the t e r r i t o r y  of the USSR. 

The p r e s e n t  paper  gives the resu l t s  of the isolation of urso l ic  acid f rom the domes t ic  species  of 
c r a n b e r r y .  The d ry  comminuted c r a n b e r r i e s  were  ex t rac ted  success ive ly  with pe t ro leum ether  (bp 40- 
60 ° C) and c h l o r o f o r m - m e t h a n o l  (3 : 1). The urso l ic  acid was ext rac ted repeatedly  f r o m  the ch lo ro fo rm-  
methanol ex t rac t s  with e ther ,  a f te r  which the e thereal  ex t rac t s  were  pas sed  through a column of SKT act i -  
vated carbon.  The c lar i f ied  e therea l  solution was evaporated to dryness ,  and the res idue  was washed with 
pe t ro leum e ther  (bp 70-100°C) and dr ied at  85°C for  24 h. This gave a white amorphous  powder (yield 0.8- 
1.1%) showing pos i t ive  L i e b e r m a n n - B u r c h a r d  and Sal 'kovski i  reac t ions  and a posi t ive react ion  with 0.5% 
solution of vanill in in conc. sulfuric  acid. On subsequent c rys ta l l iza t ion  f r o m  ethanol, the substance  was 
obtained in the f o r m  of white ac icu la r  c r y s t a l s  readi ly  soluble in ether,  acetone, and ethyl acetate .  

The subs tance  was identified as u rso l ic  acid by chromatography  in a thin l aye r  of KSK si l ica  gel 
(with 5% of gypsum) in the p re sence  of a m a r k e r  in the t o l u e n e - e t h y l  a c e t a t e - a c e t i c  acid (12:4 : 0.5) s y s -  
tem (Rf 0.61) [2], by IR spec t ropho tomet ry  [1714 cm -1 ()C---~O), 1392, 1383, 1250 em -1 (geminal CH 3 
groups)] [3], by UV spec t ropho tomet ry  [Xma x 310 nm (log e 4.11) in sulfur ic  acid, d 1.835, c 0.4] [4], and 
also by i ts  mel t ing point (280-282 ° C f r o m  ethanol) and a mixed melt ing point with an authentic sample .  
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